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A few facts about Debian

e .The Universal Operating System”

* PO files in 195 different languages

* WWebsite translated in 26 languages

* Accessibility Project

* Supports more than ten different architectures

— Everybody is taken care of (?)
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The Debian Developers
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Some numbers

* Generally very few women in Tech/IT courses

(~20% in Computer Science, roughly 35% in general tech-
related courses)

* Even less IT Professionals (~20-30%)

* Even less in the Open Source Community
(~1,5 %)

* Only 4 women among the > 950 Debian
Developers: less than 0,5% !!!
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Why aren't there
more women??

* No interest?!

e Self doubts (lack of qualification, lack of thick
skin, language ...)

S requires active participation. No one , Takes
you in“. You just go there!

o Extra attention” (,OMFG!! It's a G1RL!!!)
* High entry barriers
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The Debian Women Project

* Founded in 2004

* First such project that was connected to a
distribution (linuxchix, lynn, haecksen ...)
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The Debian Women Project

* Founded in 2004

* First such project that was connected to a
distribution (linuxchix, lynn, haecksen ...)

 \Website with wiki, tutorials, howtos efc.
* #debian-women

* Mailing list

* Mentoring program
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* Women as socially versed mediators between
semi autistic super gurus and rude package
maintainers.
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Common misconceptions

* Women as socially versed mediators between

semi autistic super gurus and rude package
maintainers.

* Debian-Women is a refuge for all these
maltreated and outcast by the evil and elitist
Debian community.

* Debian Women is girls only
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Common misconceptions

* Debian Women's first and golden rule:
BE NICE AND FRIENDLY!

e Debian-Women wants to create a distribution
for women

* Debian Women doesn't really care about
Debian, it's all about women's rights
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Why should Debian
need more women ?!

* Women make up more than 52% of the world's
population
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Why should Debian
need more women ?!

* Women make up more than 52% of the world's
population

* \Women considerably contribute to a good
working atmosphere. All current research
shows that mixed teams work best.

* \Women can offer different insights and points of

view. A purely male team will produce a purely
male product.
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What *you™ can do:

* (Re)consider your actions and behaviour.

* Encourage women to not only use Debian but
actively participate in the Debian community.

* Remove existing obstacles, make it easier to
join the Debian community

e Become a mentor

e Support present D-W members. Buy them a
cup of coffee (beer will also be accepted).
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— Most of these measures
would actually not only benefit women
but everyone involved!
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What's good for women
iIn Debian is good for
everyone in Debian!
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Read on ...

* The Homepage of the Debian-Women Project
- women.alioth.debian.org

* Val Henson: HOWTO Encourage Women in
Linux

- http://infohost.nmt.edu/~val/howto.html
* Linuxchix.org
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